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To the Societies for Reformation in Dublin. 


S this Sermon was Preaeti'c at your Requeſt, ſo /i:ce 

you have thonght the Fublication «of it might be njeful 10 
promote the ſucceſs of that Exceilent Work you are Engaged in, 
I have herein alſo comply'd with your deſire. For tho? I am wve- 
ry ſenſible how far ſo mean a diſcourſe falls beneath the Dignity 
and importance of ſo great 4 Subjett; aud how /ittle Credit or 
Advantage your ious Uncertaking can derive from the recom- 
menaaticn of ſo inconfiderable a Name, yet I hwve t09 hearty 
ax Afﬀettion to this bleſſed Canſe ro be backward in contributing 
my utmoſt ( tho' but a (mail Mite ) towards the Advancement of 
it: But I greatly rejoyce that there are ſome 4 eſpouſe it, the 
Eminercy of whoſe Charatter and Station renders "em capable 
of giving griater Reputation ae Encouragement #o zr. As to 
his Diſcourſe, I have, upon the Review of it, obſervd, The? 
ſomething might have been added to Vindicare the preſent Me - 
thod of Conc ifting one ſort of Offeaders from the Cenſures 
"cis too commonly loaded with. Brut having more fully -ffer'd 
ſomething to that purpoſe in another Diſcourſe ( viz Con-ern- 
iag Protahe Swearing 21nd Curling ) hz the limi s of my 
time word allow in this Sermon, I muſt referr the Reader thi- 
ther. For your ſelves 'tis matter of great ſatisfaition and Toy to 
all that wiſh well ro your worthy Deſign to find the Regularity of 
your Methods in Execnting it, ſo anſwerable to the real Excel- 
lenoy of it. For 1 have as yi heard of no well-rounded Com: 
plaints of any illegal fteps you have taken, or of any that can 
juſtly pretend to have ſaffer'd by any falſe Informations. 7 doubr 
not you will continue the [ame exattneſs and Care in all your fu- 
ture proceedings ; and give none the leaſt ground to charge you with 
oing beyond the bonds of the Laws of Man in your zeal to [up- 
preſs the Violation of the Laws of Gad. And ſince your Enter- 
prize #s ſo truly " eligivas and your Management of it ſo unex- 
ceptionably fair, ! aus not without hove that this Diſcourſe may 
convince ſome that have hitherto comented themſelves with only 
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wiſhing well to it, of their indifpenſable Oblig ation to join with 
you, and become more aQive in it acc; raing to "their capacity and 
opportunities of being ſerviceable to it, And there is the preater 
_ of 4 coſi: ierable Addition to your Numbers, becauſe your 
wal muſt pot be confin'd to this City while this neceſſary Work is 
M wofatly 824 20: rally neglected 7 other parts of the King- 
dom. For it will require your utmoſt united intereſt and applica- 
tion to eno2art [0 many in this Deſign as may be capable of [et- 
119g it 0. 7 foo ! *2 740, [2 of O0nr populous Towns. Ana yet till that 
be done, you cannot expect the Reformation will be General 4nd 
truly Nitional ; So that without this, there will be preat dan- 
ger leſt thoſe Vices that ſeem mow like a routed and flying Ene- 
wy, ſhould a2ain cally their forets, and at laſt defeat «ll your 
hopeful attemp ts for the ermſhing of 'em. Les then the preſent (a- 
tistaQtion of your being ſo highly ſerviceab le to the undoubted in- 
tereſt of your Bleiled Lord ; Let the view of his own brizht Ex- 
ample, of whom it was lo Ju/ily ſaid, That the Zxal of God's 
Houſe had caten him up; "4 the certain proſpe of « future 
and glorious Reco mpenſe » Nay, let the conſideration of that gra- 
Cious providence of God that bas hitherto ſmil*d upon your En 
adcauour; , ardgi Ve you the comfort of beholding abready [o happy 
Effeits of? ep, recon-i.e you 10 all the continned hardſhip and 
fe If-denial, the diſficulties and toil of ſo » reat an Undertaking, 
B: not weary of wel!-doing, ber proj: cate this glorious Work 
rith &n nnſpakes Reſolution ard perſe Vering Conſt: ancy, till your 
greet Exd be attain'd, till the Intereſt of Religion ind Vertnue 
rivmph over that of Irceligion and V} ce, and theſe publicl 
Sins become as unfaſhionable ard rare 49 they are deteſtable ad 
peraiciou s. Azd that the Great God whoſe Cauſe you [0 ftrenu- 
0%, fy continue to maintain, may utite your Hearts in the firmej 
bonds of mutual Love, That be may proſper your þ108s Endes: 
2/9:1rs wi bh more remarkab e ſucceſs here, and crown *2m here- 
a'ter with bis Heavenly Reward, 7s the hearty praycr of, 
Your vafſcigaed Well wiſher, 


F. B. 
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Nehemiah 13. Ver. 15,16,17,18,19,20,24,22. 


ERS. 15, 1n thoſe Days ſaw I in Judah ſome tread- 

ing Wine Preſſes on the Sabbath, and bringing 1 

Sheaves, and lading Aſſes; as alſo Wines, Grapes 

and Figs, and all manner of Burdens which they 

brought into Jeruſalem on: the Sabbath Day; and T1 teſtify'd a- 
gainſt them in the Day wherein they ſold Vitals. 

16. There dwelt Men of Tyre alſo therein, which brought Fiſh 
and all manner of Ware, and ſold on the Subbath to the Children 
of Judah, and 5 Jeruſalem. 

17. Thes I cottended with the Nobles of Judah, and ſaid un- 
20 em, What Evil Thing is this that ye do and Profane the Sab- 


bath Day. 
4 B 19, Did 


Co). | 

18.. Did nt your Fathers thus, and did not our God bring 
this . Evil upon us, and upon. this City ?. Tet ye. bring more, Wrath 
pon Iſrael by Profaning the Sabbath. 

19. And it came to paſs when the Gates of Jeruſalem began to 
be Dark before the Sabbath, I commanded that the Gates ſhowd 
be ſhut, and charged that they fhouw'd not be opened till after the 
Sabbath, And ſome of my Serpants ſet I at the Gates, that there 
ſhdu'd be no. Burden brought in on the Sabbath Day, 

20, So the Merchants and Sellers of all kind of Ware lodged 
without Jeruſalem. once or twice, 

21; Then I teftiſy'd againſt. *em'\, and faid unto *em, Why 
lodge ye about the Walls ? If ye do fo again, 1 will lay-Wands 
Fo = From that time forth came they no more on the Sab- 

atn. 


22. And 1 commanded the Levites that they ſhowd cleanſe 
themſelves, and that they ſhow d come and keep the Gates to San- 
fify the Sabbath Day.” Remember me, O my God, concern- 
ing this alſo, and ſpare me according to the Greatneſs of thy 
Agercy. 


— 


Ince *tis the deſign of this Diſcourſe to recommend to yon 

g that Noble Work of Ke;orming a Licentious Age, and 

to Encourage and Diret your reſolute endeavours 1n it ; 1 have 

fixt my Fhoughts on this remarkable Paſſage, which ſets be- 

fore you fo ittuſtrwus +a +Patter» as. that of -Pious IVehemiah. 

A Pattern on ſeveral Accounts moſt worthy of your Notice 

and Imitation, Partly in reſpe& ot, his eminent Q=aliry and 

Station, For not only the Title of Tirſhatha or Governor ſo 

*2 Ezra, 63 v. often given him; * but the whole Hiſtory of his TranſaQi- 
7 Neth, 65. %+ ons plainly ſhews, he had-'a conſiderable Anthority among 
" theſe reſtored Captives, whom by a Commiſſton- obtain'd 
from Artaxerxes he encourag'd to Rebuild the Walls of 7e- 

ruſalem. Grotins ſuppoſes he was one of the chief Members 

of the great Conncel of their Nation. And'you may by the 

way Obſerve, how deſirable a thing it is to behold Secular 

Hiarorr and Power in fo happy a Conjun@ion with: exemplary 

Piety and Vertne, . Partly, Becauſe the Ciruumſtances of this | 

great attempt of bs for Reformation bear: no inconſiderable 

| Fes Te | reſemblanee 
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reſemblance to your* own, And thiefly, '!Becaufe in his 1a- 
nagement of this attempt, and in the Succeſs it was Crown'd 
with, you may Obſerve much both to Gxide and to Animate 
your Holy Zeal : You may both diſcern the true Charatters of 
the excellent Spirit and Temper of a Pious Reformer, and 
the happy ſes in reference to the Publick and to himſelf, 
that were the Reſult -of his: Religious Undertaking. $0 
that my Text, without offering the leaſt violence to it, will 
of- it ſelf ſuggeſt to you the moſt ſuitable and iaſtruftive 
thoughts for this preſent Occaſion. 

I ſhall not now ſtay to take notice of thoſe many other 
generous and-pious Deſigns which this Great and Good man 
not only undertook, but happily executed in the face of the 
moſt formidable difficulties, and- violent+ Oppofition, I ſhall 
only Obſerve, That having joyn'd with the reſt of the Prig- 
ces the Levites and Prieſts tn ſolemnly Renewing and Sealing » 
their Ccvenant with God , he particularly applied himfelt to 
the concerns of his Hou/e, reſtoring, the Offices of the Prieſts 
and Lcvires in the Temple, and appointing Freaſurers to di- 
' ſtribute what the Law of ' Moſes requir'd the other ' Tribes 


to. contribute towards their liberal Support. * But becauſe + gee g, 10; 
the bare ſetting up God's. publick Worſhip will ſignity lit- 11 and 12-Chu 


tle to promote the. great deſign of practical Religion, if the 
ſtated Seaſons he has appointed for it be alienated from :that 
Sacred to acommon Uſe, | Therefore this excellent Refor- 
mer ſeeing the Sabbath o/ God (that Day of Sacred Reſt, ſet 
apart 'or the Contemplation of his Works and Word, and 


for the ſolemn Exerciſes of his Publick Worſhip * ) thus * 2 Gen:-2,3; 
openly protan'd by the generality of the People ; he begins 4 Luke 16. 
and proſecutes this pious attempt of Reſcuing jt irom {> no- 13 As 5+ 14+ 


toriqus Pollution, - and of Reſtoring. the Religious Obſer- 
vance ot it, 

I ſhall not now ſtay to Paraphraſe the Text, -both becauſe 
it needs little Explication, and becauſe what may be any 
way requiite will occur in proſecuting, thoſe Qvjervartions I 
ſhall make on this remarkable - Palſage- for your preſent; 1a- 
ſtruft.on and V/e. And1 ſhall amopg .many, that might be 
made, ſelect the following ones... + E 
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L We may from the: matters of Fa mentioned in this 
Hiſtorical- Paſſage, Obſerve, That Proſareneſs and Licentionſ- 
neſs do uſually ſoon come to a great height, even among a | People 
profeſſing the True Religion,, when they are countenanc't and 
ſtrengthen'd by the: Example of thoſe that are of the higheſt Rank 
and, Figure. | 

You know nothing was more direqly contrary to the Law 
of Meſes than' the doing any ſervile Work on' their Sabbath. 
The fourth Precept of the Decalogue was moſt expreſs to. this 
purpoſe ; S:x Days ſhalt thou: Labuwy and do all thy Work, but 
the Seventh: Day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy.God, in it thou 
ſhake 106-do any Work, Thou ; nor thy: Son, mor thy Daughter, thy 
NhanaServant, nor thy Ma d-Servant, nor thy Cattle , nor the 
Stranger that is within thy Gates, &c. Even the Strangers were 
forbid to do any fſervile Work 'on the Sabbath , ' leaſt their 
Example ſhow'd enſnare the Jens in the-guilt of -Profaning it, 
And indeed in this point the Law of God enjoyn'd no more 
on the Jews, than what the Light of | Natave it ſelf did dictate 
to the Hecathens ; Viz. That that part of Time which was \Devo- 
ted to the publick Worſhip of tbe Deity, fhou'd ndt - be employed in 
any thing that is inconſiſtent with it, by a' real hindr.nce 'to it, 
# Macrob. Sa- Inſomuch as * Macrovins, Servins, Feſtus and others tell us, The 
turn. lib. 1. c Z#Zeathens themſ-lves thought ary ervile Works, (that were not 
, 16. of pure:neceſlity) 4-Pollut ie of 'thoſe Days 'that were Conſecra- 
- = raw ted ta their Gods. So that the Pradtices here mention'd in 
" IBPWAaE nc Tert , of treading Wine Preſſes, bringing in' Sheaves, &C. 

Feſt. v. Re- ſelling Fiſh, and all'manner of Ware, were moit groſs and pal- 
l gios- pable Violations of the Fourth Commandment, and even a- 
gainſt the Aforality of it.” For ſad experience ſufficiently tells 
us; how ſoon all the impreſſions of Religion np6n the minds 
of a People are generally loſt and Uefac't,. where either they 
ſeldom attend the Publick Worſhip of God at all, or where 
they are at Liberty to ruſh immediately- from their- Pwblick 

Devotions to their Secular Aﬀairs or ſenſual Paitimes, *T1s 

:indeed no Wonder the Men of Tyre who diſown'd the God of 
-Ir at ſhon'd make no ſcruple of Profaning his Sabbath. But 
that theſe xeſtored-:Captives (ſo newly come out of thoſe 

— Calamities, that this among other ſins'had brovght ypon 'em *) 
ſhou'd be fo generally igyoly'd ig this hainous Guilt, ſeems 
more 


,1$ 
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more ſtrange and\unaccountable. But the wonder will ceaſe 
when. we.confider, That our depraved Nature has a ſtrong 
Averſion to the ſerious Exerciſes of true Piety, and for want 
of a ſpiritualized Appetite to reliſh a true delight in *em, is 
prone to reſent any long continuance o* em as an unſuffe- 
rable Wearineſs: * That theſe irreligious Inclinations in 
this People were the more deeply rivetted rom the Conjun- 


* x Mal. 19, 


Gion of their worldly Intereſt and Gain. * They were t0O + g Amos —— 


zealous Votaries of. Mammon, to ſpare ſo much time for God, 
and were far more intent upon their Traffick than their De- 
votions, But that which ſeems chiefly to have hardeg'd %em 
in tuis inſtance of Profaneneſs, was the Example of their 
;Nobles themſelves. * And no wonder the Body of .this Peo- 
ple ſhou'd by their Avarice as wellas 7rreiigier, be drawn fo 
deep into this Guilt; when thoſe that ſhou'd have reftrai”d 
this Impiety in others, by their Authority, did rather Enconue 
rage, and as it were, warrant it by their own Prattice. 

Now all the Reflection I ſhall make on this Obſervation, is 
only*to ſuggeſt to you, That we need the leſs wonder, to 
meet with ſo great Difficulties in ovr attempts to Reform 
the Vices of the Age, when we not only conſider the agree= 
ableneſs of *tm to the propenkities of our vitiated Nature, 
but the general countenance they have had, even from too 
many of higheſt Rank and Authority. Alas; *tis too evi- 
dent a Truth to be now conteſted, T hat during the two late 
Reigns, a Torrent of Protaneneſs and Irreligion, Immora- 
lity and Lewdneſs, & me in upon theſe Lands with ag irre- 
ſiſtible Violence. Theſe Y:ces having once gain'd the Aſcen- 
danft. in a diſſolute Court, ſoon came into Faſhion and Re- 
pute. Swearing and Lewdne/s paſt tor modiſh Accompliſh- 
ments; and to ſpend at leaſt ong part of the LZord's-Lay 
in Drinking and Gamemg, was ſo far from being thought a 
Crime, that the ſtri& and. religious Obſervance of it, was 
rather ridicul'd as a ſcrupulous preciſeneſs; 'Nay, I had almoſt 
ſaid Branded, as a piece of Jew-ſh Superſt:tion, The very Air 
of Reverence and Seriouſneſs in Publick Devotion, was 
laught out of Countenance, and no Man thought himſelt qua- 
lify'd to ſet up for a Wit , without a ſtock of Profanenels. 
And the Contagion of theſe Vices havipg diffus'd it ſelf a- 

C moug 
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mong a great part of our Nobility and Gentry ; their Example 
did not only powerfully Recommend , but even ſeem to 4u- 
thorize *em among their Dependents and Inferiors, So that the 
pernicious Infe&ion did from the tainted: Head and Crowr, 
ſon ſpread it ſelf to the remoteſt Parts of our Body-Politick, 
And no wonder that theſe Sins came to ſo dreadful a height, 
when they Reign'd ſo long wncontrolled. For how indeed cou'd 
we expect that theſe Crimes ſhou'd have been puniſht, when 
thoſe that ſhou'd have executed the Laws againſt 'em were 
uſually the chief Tranſgreſlors of *em. Since then theſe Vi- 
ces are ſo ſuited to our Native Corruption, fince they have 
been ſo rivetted by long continued Cuſtom, ſince they have 
been ſo univerſally diffus'd, and fo long TriumpWt withov: 
any check or oppoſition ; we muſt look for almoſt as deſpe- 
rate Reſiſtance in a! obr attempts againſt *em, as he that 
wou'd ſtem a violent Stream, or raiſe up a Digue to ſet new 
bounds to the ſwelling Sea. *Tis true indeed, we have no 
reaſon to look upon the difficulty as inſuperable (as I ſhall 
more fully ſhew anon): But I am ſure we have no reaſon to 
grow remiſs in our Attempts from any vain hope ofſo great 
a Work being eaſily effeted., Our Conqueſt over the Vices 
of the Ape, like that over a veterane and reſolute Enemy, 
muſt be gain'd ft+p by ſtep, not without a tedious ſtruggle and 
confliad, We muſt therefore lay our account for long and 
perverſe Oppoſition. 

Il. We may from the Argument which Pious Nehemiah in- 
ſts on, in his Reproof to the Nobles of Judah obſerve, That 
when Profaneneſs and Immorality become National, (by being V":- 
verſal and UncontrolPd) They uſually bring the heavy Judgments 

of God upon the Place and People, where they ſo notor:ouſly abound. 
' Thus Nehemiah reminds theſe reſtored Captives, That this 
among other Natiogal Sins had brought on their Fathers the 
diſmal Calamities of a Deſtructive War, and a long and ml- 
ferable Exile, and upon their Capital City it's deplorable De/o- 
lation and Ruins, What evil thing is this (faith he, verſ. 17, 18.) 
chat ye do, and Prophane the Sabbath- Day, did not your Fathers 
thus ? and did not our God bring all this Evil upon ns, and up0! 
ris City ? Tet ye bring more Wrath upon Iſrael, by Pro/anermg the 
Sabbath, Nor is this the only Sin that is ſaid in he A 
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(7) 


Scriptures to draw down publick Jadgments, For among 
other Sins for which a Land is ſaid to mourn, and every one 
that dwels therein to languiſh, Swearing leads the Vap, and Adul- 
tery brings up the Rear. IV. Ho/. 2, 3. See to thelike purpoſe 
the words of the Prophet Jeremiah XX!IL ch. 10. v. And you 
may obſerve, that when God by the fame Prophet had charg'd 
the Jews with turning their external Plenty, into fuel to their 
bruitiſh Luſts, with committing Adultery, and aſſe mbl;ng rene 
ſelves by Troops in the Harlot's Houſes , he adds, Howv ſhall 1 
pardon thee for this? ſhall T not viſit for theſe things, ſaith the 
Lord, ſhall: I not be avenred on ſuch a Nation as this ? v. Jer. 7, 
8, 9. verſ, And what is ſaid concerning theſe particular Vi- 
ces, Is equally applicable to all other inſtances of heinous 
Impiety and Immorality, when they become MNarional, 7. e. 
wheu they are gererally committed, and that openly and inſ0- 
lently without any reſtra:nt and check from publick Authority : 
When all Ranks are involv'd in the guilt of 'em, even Rulers 
too, by prattiling 'em -themſelves, and conniving at 'em 1n 
others. 

There 1s indeed very much in the zatiwral tendency of Irre- 
Iigion and Wickedneks when they-riſe to a great height, to 
ſink a Nation into Contempt and Miſery, The Vices of a 
People often drain their Treaſures into the hands of For- 
reigners, who being more frugal, enrici themſelves at the 
expence of their Luxury and Intemperance. And a long 
coarſe of unreſtrained Lewdne$, ſo emaſculates the Spirits 
of a Nation, and debauches 'em into that effeminacy and ſoft- 
neis, that makes 'em an eaſy Prey to every power'ul Inva- 
der. Belides, there 1s ſo inſeparable a Connexion between 
Ficty towards God, and 7:/t:ceand Tim! and Charts towards 
Men, that when once the 5oas of Re{:girn are calt off, thoſe 
other Cements of humane Soc: ety are cealily diff lv'd, And where 
thoie are once dillolv'd, a People need not the Sword of a 
Forreign Enemy to deſtroy 'em; their own Lults will foon 
bring em into a State of War, and make 'em turn their ho- 
ſtile Swords againſt one another ; They wilt b:te and devour 
till they are cnſumed one of another, * * 5 Gal. 155, 

Bat; belides the natural tendency of ſuch National Sins, 

The Fun-jhment of *em 15 mich more ajcertain'd by the Juſtice 0, God, 
ad 


$a, 

And therefore the Pſ/almiſt ſpeaks of it, as the uſual Me- 
thod of his Providence, To tw a fruitjul Land into Barren- 
neſs, for the W ckedneſs -of them that dwell therein; 107 Pſalm. 
34 verſ. Aud the Prophet Jeremy delivers it as the Stated 
Rule of his Government, with reſpect to theſe collective 
Bodies of Men; At what inſtant I ſhall [peak CONCOYN NG a Na- 
tion, and concerning a K:ngdom, to build and to plant it ; If it do 
evil in my ſight, that it obey not my wee, then w'll I repent of the 
8004 wherewith 1 /aid, I would berefi: *em. 18, Jer. 9, 10; - "Tis 
true indeed, theſe publick Judgments are executed on lome 
Nations /ovner, and mn a /efſ-» degree, as Warnings to '%em ; 
On others they are executed much /arer, and in a more terrble 
manner, when by filling up the meaſure ot_ their guilt, they 
are ripened for deſtruQtive Vengeance. But where ſuch Na- 
tional guilt is perſiſted in, Divine wrath will ſooner or later 
come either in monitory or in deſolating Judgments. And the 
reaſonableneſs hereof is obvious. For (as has been often ob- 
Terv'd) tho particular Perſons are capable of future Rewards 
and Puniſhments, which are therefore moſt uſually deferr'd 
to another Life; Yet Publick Societies, as ſuch are- not, 
They will all be disbanded before the Great Day of final Re- 
tribution; and therefore, if they be Rewarded and Puniſh't 
at all, as Communities or Colle&ive Bodies, (as *tis highly 
congruouns to the Wiſdom and Juſtice of the Divine Govern- 
ment that they ſhou'd) it mult be'in this Life. And accord- 
ingly they uſually are, either Pro/ſperous or Miſerable, as either 

Prety and Yertue, or Irreligion and Yice, abound in *em, and 
meet with publick Countenance and Encouragement. 

On this Obſervation, I ſhall only make the following Refle- 
lions, 

I. We may hence ſee the apparent Neceſlity of our 
vigorous Attemprs, to ſuppreſs Profaneneſs and Immorality, 
in Order to the Prevention of National Judgments. 

We have already found by ſad Experience, That our pub- 
lick Sins, (and 1 think we may juſtly add, thoſe in particular, 
which we are now deſirous to give ſome check to; Viz. Our 
Profanation of God's Holy Name and Day, and our Lewaneſs and 
Impurity ) had a deep hand in theſe Calamities that fo lately 


befel this Kipgdom, and almoſt laid it entirely waſt, 
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It was theſe Sins fo polluted our Land, as to cauſe it to caſt 
out ſo many of it's defiled Proteſtant [Inhabitants Jt was 
theſe that brought our Holy Religion, as well as all our civil 
Intereſts on the very brink of imminent DeſtruQion, ſo that, 
had not the Mercy of God prevented our Fears, as well as 
our-Deſerts, our Iniquities had prov'd our entire Ruin. We 
need not therefore £0 as far back as the Age of our Fathers, 
for ſuch awful Examples of Divine Juſtice ; We yet feel the 
ſevere effe&ts of it, and bear upon us ſome viſible Scars of 
thoſe deep Wounds that our Sins have given us. And truly, 
the Great God has by our preſent Deliverance only given us 
a Merciful Reprieve, and put ns upon a New Tryal, whether 
we will become a Re ormed, (z. e. a Religious, a Juſt, and 
a ſober) People. So that from the ſucceſs of our preſent en- 
deavours to remove this heinous Guilt from the Nation, we 
may take the trueſt Meaſures, whether our preſent Tranquil- 
lity and Peace ſhall be Prolong'd, or whether we are Reſery'd. 
for more terrible DeſtruRion. I theſe Pious Attempts Prof- 
per, We may hope a Gractous God will continue his true Re- 
ligion among us, when the Honour of it is reſcued from that 
open Contempt that the Profaneneſs of the Age had calt up- 
on. it, and eſpecially, when the genuine Spirit of true Devo- 
tion 1s ſo ſenſibly reviv'd init, even among thoſe of the Ri- 
ſing Generation, We may hope he will reſtore, nay, en- 
creaſe our external Proſperity, when *tis no longer general- 
ly abus'd to Pamper and Feed our Bruitiſh Luſts, Whereas, 
if theſe Artemprs decline and fail; if Magittrates do not encou- 
rage the Execution of the excellent Laws that are made, or 
you grow negligent of your Duty, in order to the Cony icting 
and Puniſhing Offenders ; it theſe Vices ſhall at lalt Triumph 
over this feeble oppoſition, and ſtill Return upon us with the 
ſame unreſtrained Violence as before ; We may all tremble to 
think how diſmal an Omen this will be, of ſome unforeſeen, 
but deſolating ſtroke of Vengeance that is coming UPON US, 

2. I wou'd hence expoltul ate a little with the Protane and 
Lewd Sinners of the Age, in the like Language as 1Vehemiah 
did with the Vobles of Fudah, What Evil Thing is this that ye 
ao ? Will you ſtill expreſs your Wretched Contempt of God, 
and of his folemn Worſhip, by profaning that holy day t that 
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is conſecrated to it? Will you ſtill dare by your infolent Oaths 
to affront and tear his glorious and ſacred Name ? Will you 
ſtill by your odious Curſes ( a worſe-Diale& then that of 
Hell ) trifle with his tremendous Juſtice , and ſet it at open 
dehance? Will you ſtill by fottiſh Exceſles, and by the hate- 
ſul Tmpurity of abominable Luſts defile the Land ? W:1 yo 
| Have we not already 
ſufficiently ſmarted under the ſeverity of God's righteous 
Judgments? Wall you ftill encreaſe the large Score of publick 
Guilt, and add more fuel to kindle anew the conſuming 
Flames of his tcrrible Anger ? Is this all the Return you make 
to the admirable Mercy of God , in reſcuing you from your 
late Dangers and Fears, to become more bold and ſecure in 
the contempt of his Authority, and open violation of his 
Laws? Has be deliver*d you, that you might more freely commit all 
theſe Abominations ? Has he given you this deſirable Peace on 
Earth, that you might more preſumptuouſly renew your de- 
ſperate War azainft Heaven ! O deceive not your ſelves. Mi- 
ſtake not this prolonged Parience of God for a Licenſe to offend 
him, with greater hope of Impunity. For his Juſtice, that 
1s arm'd with Almighty Power, will not always be ouwrdar'd 
by the provocations of hardned and infolent Sinners ; but if 
yon go on to incenſe him with ſo deſperate a Preſumption, he 
can make your Flapres as wonderful as your Crimes are aggra- 
vated, and puniſh you as you have Sinn'd, with a high Hand, 
and an outſtretched Arm. 

3. I wou'd hence apply my ſelf to thoſe of you, that are 
engag'd in this great Deſign of Publick Reformation. And 
you may here learn ſome of the excellent Principles that you 
ſhou'd be Atted by in the proſecution of it; Viz. A deep Ye- 
neration for the Laws of the Great God ;, a profound Reverence of 
his Sovereign Authority ; an awſul dread of his vindiftive Juſtice, 
and a deep concern to avert the terrible Effeits of it from this ſin- 
ful Land, I know indeed, The Proſ{ane and Licentious Sin- 
ners of the Age, are ready in their Blindneſs and Paſſion, to 
call you as Ahab did the Propher, the Troublers of Iſrael. But 
you may juſtly reply as he did, *Tis they that trouble our 11- 
rae], by ſorſaking the Commandments of God, and thereby in- 
cenſing his Indignation agaigſt us. 1 Kings 18, ch. 17 yerl. 

is 
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'Tis they are the Zimri”'s whoſe vile Imprrities threaten vs 
with new Plagres trom the Hand of Heaven. O then, Let 
your belief of God's diſmal Threatnings, and earneſt defre 
to prevent the Execution of *em, powerfully excite you to 
imitate the Noble Zeal of pious Phineas : (1 mean no farther 
then by — in your Station the —_— of our 
juſt Laws) and that with the ſame end in your Eye ; Viz. To 
eur , anay the Wrath of God, that he m; wy not Co «7 Hs 1a bis 
Tealonſie;, (See 25 Numb.) And if one A of ſuch Religious 

Zeal in Phineas cou'd arreſt the avenging Hand of God, and 
ſtop a conſuming Plague ; if Jeruſalem had been Pardord and 
Spar'd, if a an cord have bern found in it that Executed 
Judoment ;, (lee 5 Jer. 1. v.) What may we not expe& from 
your united and ardent Zeal for the Honour of God ! Let 
it then quicken your reſolute Attempts, todamup this ſtrong 
current of Impiety and Wickedneſs, to conſider, T hat you 
are thereby endeavouring to ſtop the torrent of thoſe deſo- 
lating Judgments, that wow'd ſoon overflow us, 1' the flood- 
gates of Sin were ſet as open as before. So that, you are at 
once doing the higheſt Service to the Publick Intereſt, as well 
as to the Glory of God, 


Il We may from this paſſage farther Obſerve, Tho” the 
ſuppreſſion of DTational Sins be principally the Work of "the Civd 
Mag ſtrate; yet all ſoou” dA concur in it, that are capable of ven 
ing Teoula' ly ſerviceable in promoting it. 

I ſpeak here of the ſupp reſling « of Wickednefs by the cocr- 
cive Power of the Swi 1, (For 'tis that my Text leads me to 
conſider.) *Tis into the Hands of the Civil Magiſtrate that 
the Sword of Jultice is put by the Sovereign Majeſty of Hea- 
ven. He is thereby conſtituted the Gxardian of both T ables 
of the Law, and is therefore oblig'd fo promote the Obſer- 
Vance, and to reſtrain the open violation of its excellent 
Precepts. He is eke Miniſter of God, appointed by him as 4 
Revenger to execute Wrath upon Evil-doers 13.ROM. 3, 4+ And 
indeed, if he do not ſo manage his Power, as to render it 4 
Terror to all ſuch, by reftraining their publick and enormous 
Vices, he ſo far bears the Sword in vain, by not anſwering 
the great End for which he is entruſted with it. And'tis the 
Magiſtrates 
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Aagiſtrate's Authority muſt give Vigour and Force to all re- 
gular Attempts this way; and *tis-their Zeal and Reſolution 
muſt put Life into 'em, - And accordingly, You ſee in my 
Text, it was Nehemiai the Governonr that here ſet this excel- 
lent Work of Reformation on foot. *Twas he rebuk't the 
Nobles of Jude, for encouraging this Profanation of the 
Sabbath. "Twas he commanded the Gates to be ſhut; and 
by his threatning of juſt Severity, put a ſtop to that ſhame- 
tul Traffick, by wbich that Sacred day was Polluted. 

But ſince the effeftual ſuppreſſion of Profaneneſs and 
Wickedneſs , tho*' warranted by the Magiſtrate's Authority, 
does neceſſarily require many Hands to concur in it ; 1 there- 
fore add, That all ſhou'd be ready to joyn in ſo excellent a De- 
ſign, ſo far as their regular Endeavours in their Station can be 
Serviceable to promote it, Thus this pious Reformer orders the 
Gates of Jeruſalem to be ſhut, he ſets his Servants there to fop 
any barthen from entring into *em, And becauſe the People 
would probably pay a greater reverence to the Levites, he 
orders them to keep the Gates, that they might reprove the 
People for their profanation of the Sabbath, and urge 'em 
to the SanQtfication of it. Thus were all proper hands ſet at 
Work to carry on ſo neceſſary and Religious a Deſign. 

On this Obſervation, I ſhall only make the two following 
Reflettions, 

1, We may hence ſee matter of great thankfulneſs to 
God, and of Encouragement in this excellent Work, That our 
Magiſtrates, to whom it principally belongs, are fo far cn- 
gaged in it. 

What reaſon have we to bleſs and adore the divine Majeſty, 
that he has incited ard direted thoſe that are entruſted 
with the legiſtative Authority, to ena&t ſo excellent Laws 
againſt the profanation of his holy Name and Day ; That 
he has filld fo many inferior Magiſtrates with Zeal for the 
Execution of *em. But above all, how ſhou'd our hearts 
be chear'd, and our hands ſtrengthened, by that publick De- 
claration which our gracious Sovereign has ſo lately made, 
** That he efteems it as one of the greateſt Advantaves of the Peace, 
* that he ſhall now have leiſure, as for other important Aﬀeairs, 
.- Jo particularly for this, of efettually diſcouraging Mm” 
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& and Immorality. O may the King of Kings confirm theſe P:- 
ous purpoſes in his Royal Heart, and inſpire him with ſuita- 
ble Reſolution and Courage in the happy Execution of em ! 
May the Reſtoration of the Honor and the vital Power, as well 
as the Pre I/ rVation of the External Profeſſion of the True Reli- 
7402 among, us, be the principal Glory of his Reign / May his 
eminent Congreft over the Vices of the Age (the moſt Darge- 
rous and deadly of all our Enemies) add a New and Brighter 
Luſtre to his Crown! While others ſtain their Government 
ay ſuch unfwarrantable aQts of blind Zeal, as the extingeniſnng 
the Light of Divine Truth; may his become truly 1!t]nſtrious by 
ſuch commendable inſtances of regular Zeal, as the ſuppreſſino 
the unqueſtionably Evii, and pernicious Hcrks of Darkneſs? 
May our Puvlick Reformation moſt eminently begin where our 
Corruption did: before, at our Conrt, and amongſt our Nobility 
and Gentry ; that there may be a happy ConjunQivon of Great 
Examples with Fuſt Authority, to put Irreligion and Wicked- 
neſs (if poſlible) out of countenance, and to retrieve the de- 
clining Reputation and Intereſt of true Picty and Holineſs ! 

Nay, We ſhou'd not in our Thankfulnefſs to God, oger- 
look the wonderful efficacy of his Grace, in exciting the 
Zeal of ſo many private Chriſtians to concur in this excellent 
Work, tho” under the greateſt Diſcouragements. And eſ- 
pecially, when we conſider, how deeply the contagion of Im- 
piety and Lewdneſs had inteted our YTowrth; What a ſurpri- 
ting Mercy 1s it to behold ſo many of them, ſo reſolutely 
engaging in this Religious Deſign. 

To Obſerve ſuch a Spirit of warm Devotion ſpreading it 
ſelf among thole of the Riling Age; to ſee them prefer the 
trift Exerciſes of ſerious Picty, before the folly of Plays and the 
Riot of Taverns; to fee them, not only to renounce thoſe 
Luſts themſelves, which their Age has uſually the ſtrongeit 
propenſity to, but to contribute their utmoſt Endeavours to 
\uppreſs 'em in otters ; to behold them fo declared Encariies 
of Irrcligion and Vice, and fo v77orous Abettors and commec;:- 
.dable Patterns of Godlineſs and-Sobricty ; this is ſo zarvelious 
an inſtance of Divine Grace ; "Tis fo a#eniſ1ing and reviving 
2 Sight, that we cannot but look upon it, as a happy Prog- 
noſtick of future good, and trom theace conceive Croat and 
Glorious hopes concerning the cniuing Age, 
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2. We ſhou'd hence be all of us excited to do our utmoſt 
towards the advancing this excellent Deſign, according to 
our capacity and opportunities of promoting it. 

Thoſe concern'd in the framing of our Laws, have already 
done their part. Nay, they have laid_a conſiderable Obliga- 
tion on Inferior Magiſtrates to do rheir part alſo, by ſubject- 
ing thoſe to Penaltics that negle& their Duty. But yet it 
vere much to be wiſht, that all our Juſtices of the Peace 
wou'd imitate the Activity and Zeal, which ſome of *em in 
this City have (to their perpetual and deſerved Honour) ſet 
'em ſo Noble a Pattern of, I mean, That they wor'd ani- 
mate and encourage the Zeal of honeſt Infermers, and do their 
utmoſt, by their prudent management of this Affair, to Co- 
ver and Prote& 'em from the Notice and- Malice of thoſe 
enraged Offenders, whoſe Reformation they truly lecx. 
Conftables ſhou'd alſo perform theie, part with Integrity and 
Diligence, with Courage and Reſolution. They ſhou'd not 
be acceſſary to thele Vices, by their connivance at, or partial 
Lenity to Offenders. Nay, all that can contribute to the 
ſucceſs of this great Undertaking, by giving Informations a- 
rainſt Vice, ſhou'd alſo faithfully do their part. And in- 
deed , *tis chiefly on private Perſons now, that the main 
ſtreſs of this important Work is devolv'd. For *tis on your 
Reſolution and Induſtry to convi&t Offenders, that the Exe- 
cution of theſe good Laws, and the happy ecſtects we hope 
thereby, almoſt entirely depend. For without continned 
Convictions, theſe Vices will ſtill go Unpuniſht. And con- 
quently, the profane and proffligate Sinners of the Age, 
will ſtill perſiſt in their Wickedneſs, with as ſecure con 
tempt of the Sword of Fuftice in the Hand of the Aagiſtrate, 
as hitherto, of that in the hand of God. Whereas the more 
active your Socictics combin'd for this excellent purpoſe are, 
and the more the Numbers of Informers do encreaſe, the 
teſs hope of Impunity can ſuch Offenders entertain-; and the 
happier proſpect we ſhall have of that defired ſucceſs, which 
will both anſwer the End of theſe Laws, and therein the 
Wiſhes and Hopes of all Good Aden, Let none of us then, 
think our ſelves excus'd from any Service we are capable of, 


m ſo juſt and ſo glorious a Cauſe, Let it be rather our by 
aable 
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able Ambition to have ſome hand (according to the advan- 
tages our ſeveral Stations give us) in carrying on fo Great 
and fo Good a Work. 


IV. We may from this paſlage farther Obſerve, Tho” the 
that are enou9 d mm this excdient Deſcan of Publick Reformat it 
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We may cvidently infer this trom the Circumſtances that 
Neb: 2141 WAS Nt erc involv'd in, and from his own Rc e Pra 


tice under 'em. If he had only conſiderd tie Obſtacles he 
was like to mect with, he had never begun an attempt that 
promis'. ſo little ſucceſs. The inſtance of Protaneneſs which 
he ſet himſel: againſt, was univerſally ſpread ;- he had all 
thoſe Forreigners upon his hands, whoſe Trade and Gain he 
en trench't upon. He had the profane Humour of the People, 

forti y'd -by their worldly Intereſt, to hear down. Nay , 
which was more formidable, he had the Nevles themſelves to 
contend with, and was neceſſitated to carry this Point over 
their warm Oppolition. And yet you ſee,a!l theſe Dithicultics, 
did rather whet and inflam e,than abate and cocl his Pious Zeal. 
He expo! tulates with the A'-blc , he oppoles his Authority to 
popul.cr Diſcontent, and thre atens the 'Fo-re.overs that occa- 
fond this Profaneneſs by their avarice, with juſt Severit 
He applies himſelf with undaunted Reſolution and Carte 
Dilicence, to remove every Rnb ont of the way, and to en- 
counter and maſter every Diſticulty that he met with : He 
thought th e Glory of God, the Honour of his Law, and the 
Publick Good, too deeply concern'd, to be ſo calily aflrightcd 
or diſheartned from his Duty, 

L.ct me then propoſe this admir; ' Exampl. * of his to your 
Imitation,mbo arc engas'd in the like Rel: 101 Undertaki A I need 
not tell you, That tho? we have fo ex cellent Laws enacted, ior 
the ſupprethion of Profaneneſs and Vice, how tew there are 
that appear 7calous and aQtive for the Execution of 'em. 
The Numbers of thoſe that are engag'd in the profecution 
of this Glorious Dehtign, do as yet, bear but little proporti- 
on to the Number oi Offenders , and. to the due extent of 
the Work it ſelf, Nor need I tell you, what Diſcourage- 
ments 
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ments you lye under; and what-a Train of terrifying Diffi- 

culties you have yet to encounter. Difhcultics fo Grear, et- 

pecially 1n reference to other parts of the Kingdom, that 

ſome who have been urg'd to make ſuch attempts in the 

OT, have inhiſted on this as their chief Objection, That 

they bad no pr -oſpeet of [ſucceeding in 'em, The Number of Ot- 

fenders-being ſo great, and ſotew others, having either any 
Jnclination or Corraze to convict 'em. And cven 1n this City, 
when we conlider, how few of thoſe that are moſt capable 
do encourage the Delign. How great the Malignity and 
Rage of convicted Offenders is, and what hazard all that 
are ative in this Cauſe run, of expoling themlelves to their 
1!]-will and revenge ; we muſt confeſs, the Work 1s attend- 
ed with extraordinar y and formidable Hardſhips. 

But yet after all, None of theſe Difficulties ſhou'd Diſcou- 
rage us from our Duty. Nay, they ſhou'd rather reinforce 
than extinguiſh our Holy Zeal, in the Diſcharge of it. We 
ſhou'd be ſo far from bcing tempted thereby, to deſert ſo 
Glorious a Cauſe, that we Thou” d be rather mp to ra 
cr aftivity for the advancement of it: As will appear, i 
ve conſider the following particulars, 

1. Great Difficulties muſt be expested in proſecution of ſo Piows 
a Defin, 

We muſt look for it, 'That thoſe that carry on ſo Dange- 
rons an Attempt, to ſubvert the Devi Intereſt, will meet 
with warm and fierce Oppoſition. All the Militia and Poſe 
of that Jyfernal Kingdom will be Rais'd againſt *em. Satan 
will inſpire all his Inſtruments an Agents (thoſe Sons of 

Belial ) to unite their Policy and Power,that they may withſtand 
and fruſtrate ſo bold an Attempt, thatſo directly threatens 
Ruin to his Uſurped Empire and Throne. As no ſooner did 
» offer a gentle Reproof to the impure Inhabitants of 
Socom, "Se they preſently fly in his Face, with Reviling Scorrn 
and farious Tyureataings. 19 Gen. 9. verf, We ſhou'd therefore 
bz tore-arm'd with the conſideration hereof, and enter on 
tus reat Work, as expecting the utmoſt reliſtance in it. 

2. The | Proſpets of Difſ.citlties will noi exempt 18 from Our Oba 
194: :47: 50 j9 Pla # Duty, 
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I ſay, To ſo plain a Duty. For l take it to be as certainly 
our Duty, to endeavour the ſuppreſſion of heinous Profane- 
neſs and Immorality , according to the advatftages and op- 
portunities that our ſeveral Stations give us, as it is to ad- 
vance the Kingdom of God, and to promote the Honour 
and Obſervance of his Laws. I do not Tee, how any can be 
excus'd from this neceſſary Work, that are capable of being 
regularly ſerviceable in it. For here is now, in this our 
Age and Day, a manifeſt Conflit, between the Kingdom of 
God, and that of Saran, between the intereſt of P.ery and 
Vertue, and that of Profaneneſs and Vice, And can we think 
it conliſtent with our Duty, (even with our Baptiſmal Obli- 
gations themſelves) to ſtand Texter in ſo important a Cauſe, 
or to ſuffer the Intereſt of God and Holineſs to Sink, and 
that of -Irreligion and Immorality to Prevail , thro* our 
wretched Lukewarmneſs and Ind;fferenty? Is this reconcileable 
with that ardent Aﬀection to that bleſſed Majeſty, and that. 
entire devotedneſs to his Honour and Service, that we pre- 
tend unto ? Is this conſiſtent with the ſincerity of thoſe pub- 
lick Prayers for Reformation, which we have ſo often ofter'd 
up, to ufe no Endeayours to promote it, when fo fair an ad- 
vantage is put into our Hands ? May we not juſtly apply thoſe 
remarkable Words of our bleſſed Saviour to this particular 
Caſe, which he ſpeaks in reference to the general oppolition 
of the Devil's Intereſt to his; He thar is not for me is againſt 
me. 12 Matth. 3o. verſ, Even as in caſe of a Forreign Inva- 
ſion, That Subject that is not for his Rightful Sovereign, is 
by juſt interpretation 4gas2ſ# him, So. in this Caſe, he that 
does not cordially and openly eſponſe the Cauſe of God, ſhall 
be regarded and treated as a ſecret Enemy to it. 

Now, If this be 1o evident and important a Duty , no 
Difficulties will warrant our willful negle@ of it. For when 
we oblige our - ſelves to the Duties of Chriſtianity, we are 
allow*d no Reſerves, of only performing *em ſo far as is con- 
{iſtent with our Safety and Eaſe. Our Profeſſion in ſuch caſes, 
requires the Exerciſe of Fortitude and'Courage, of Patience 
and Self-denial. It obliges us to Sacrifice our Temporal In- 
tereſt and Reputation, to the Superior lntereſt of the Glory 
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of God, and allows: us:not to baulk any. eminent Service to 
him, becauſe we. cannot perform it without conſiderable 
Toyl,and Haaard. No, we ſhou'd look on, ſuch Obſtacles 
and Difficulties in our way, . as rather delign'd to try the 
ſincerity and fervour of our Zeal, the ſtrength and conſtan- 
cy of our Reſolutions. And therefore, the proſpect of *em, 
ſhow'd rather inſptre us with new force and vigour. For as 
the pret:nee of a_Lyon in the Street, is, but the Sluggard's. Ex- 
cuſe; to be. aftrighted by every appearance. of Danger, 
from our undoubted;Duty , is. but a ſuſpicious Character. 
For, among thoſe that are ſaid to have their Portion in the 
Infernal Lake, the. Fearful and Unbelieving, (the timorous 
Cowards.in the Cauſe of God) are plac't in the very Front 
of *em. 21, Rev. 8. ver/. 

3. Showd we fail of ſucceſs in thu great. Deſign, yet we have 
deliver'd our own Souls. 

The Guilt of publick Profaneneſs and Wickedneſs will 
not lye at our dour, when we have done our utmoſt for 
the reſtraint of it. Nor ſhall our Fidelity, tho it may 
want ſucceſs with Men, want acceptance with God and a libe- 
ral Reward from him. 

4. We have no reaſon to be diſcourag'd by the great difficult ics 
in our way from all hope of ſucceſs. 

For our ſacceſs depends on his. concurrence and bleſling, 
to whoſe Power no Obſtacles we can meet with, are inſupe- 


rable. 
But this leads me tothe next Obſervation. 


V., We may from the happy iſſue of Nehemiah's. underta- 
king, Obſerve, That.. the Great God #s often, pleas'd ro Crown 
the ſeemingly weak attempts of his Faithful Servants for his Cauſe 
and Intereft, with unexpected and,wonderful Succeſs. 

Of. this,. My Text gives us alirely Inſtance. , For tho” Ne- 
bemiah's ſingle Zeal ſeems to have been the ouly Spring of 
this Attempt, to recover the Religious Obſervation of the 
Sabbath.; and tho” he .had ſo general and ſtrong Oppoſition 
to contend againſt ; yet you ſee by his Vigour and Reſolution, 
he carried the point, and brought about the Reformation he 
intended. That bleſſed God, who had inſpired his Heart mw 
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ſo excellent a Deſign, ſtrengthning his Hands in the Execn- 
tion of it, and bending the hearts of others to a complyance 
with his juſt Authority, and Religious Underraking. And 
no donbt, it did much facilitate the ſucceſs of his Endeavonrs, 
that the Law of God did fo evidently condemn the practice 
he Oppos'd. So that, thoſe who had Inclinstion enough to fo 


il a Cauſe, as that of Profaneneſs, yet were almoſt aſhar?d to 


appear for it; And thoſe who might have had an 7/ Eye up- 
on his good Deſign, yet had ſcarce the Confidence to oppoſe 
it ; their own Conſciences being convinc't of the Reaſonable- 
eſs and Equity of it. 

Let us then draw abundant Encouragement to theſe our Relipi- 
ous Endeavours, from the conſideration of our being enoap'd in the 
Cauſ. |, God, and from the profpett of his powerful Aſſiſtance and 
Blefſins. \et us fortify our own Reſolutions, with the Argu- 
ment 13: ous Nehemiah elſewhere uſes : The God of Heaven 
he w-:1l Pro per 1s, therefore we his Servants will Ariſe and Build, 
2 Neh. 15. His mizhty Power can make the weakeſt Inſtru- 
ments ſucceſsf1l, to pull down theſe S:rog-holds of Sin, and 
can make uſe of Babes to quell his moſt formidable Enemies. 

And truly, we have alrcadly had that Experience of the 
favourable Providence of God, ſhining upon our Religious 
Undertakings of this kind, that wou'd render us inexcuſable , 
ſhou'd we diſtruſt his fature Aids. And to convince you 
hereof, I need only ſet before yon, the following vricf account 
of the Societies for Reformation, both in Zona and in ris 
City, Aud, becauie the acconnt of %em is intermixt with 
that of the Rel:gious Societies of yaung Perſons, T mult touch a 
little on both, 

For the Religions Societies of yours Perſons in London, be- 
longing to the Z#abliſh'r Church, that Plous conformable Di- 
vine, Ar. Woodward, t:11s us ; *© The firſt Riſe of *em was 
* about twenty Years ago. About that time, ſeveral young 
* Perſons being touch't with a tender ſenſe of their Souls, 
applied themſelves to Religious Thoughts. And, as they 
often accidentally met at the Houſes of their Miniſters , 
they were by ſome of them, adviſed to meet once a week, 
and to apply themſelves to good Diſcourſe. And, for the 
* better Regulation of their Meetings, ſeveral Go _ 
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Rules were given *em.In purſuance whereof, they continued 
their Religious Meetings, till X. James's Reign. And 


© tho” the Aſpe& of publick Afﬀairs, did then dilcourage 


ſome, yet others of them continned their pious Relolutions 
and Practices, tho' they took the moſt prudent courſe for 


* concealing their Meetings. In the beginning of this Reign, 


they were accus'd to the Biſhop of Londen, as tending 1» 
Schiſm, Upon which, they preſented their Apology, 
which being confirmed by the Teſtimony of their Miniſters, 
gave full Satisfattion. And having then greater enconrage- 
ment, they quickly encreas't to 25 Societies, within the 
compaſs of the Bilk of Mortality, belides thoſe ſince form'd 
at Shadwell and Greenwich, And what Senſe our late 
excellent Qucen had of theſe Socicties, the Biſhop of Salisbury 
acquaintsus in his Afemoirs of her, ** She hearkned (ſaith 
he) carefully after every thing that ſeem'd to give us ſome hope, 
that the next Generation wor'd be better then the preſent, with a 
particular Attention, She heard of a Spirit of Devorion and 
Piety that was ſpreadins it ſelf amnng the Youth of this preat 
City, with a true Satisfattion, She enquir'd often, and much 
about it, and was glad to hear it went on and prevailed, which 
was her hearty Wiſh and daily Prayer. 

* Now, out of theſe Religions Societies at London, there have 
been two” aſſociated Bodies form'd, who have made it their 
Endeavour to inform againſt Profaneneſs and Vice, meeting, 
weekly to carry it on, according to the legal and pru- 
dential Rules, which ſome Lawyers drew up tor *em. In 
which work, beſides time, labour and reproach, ſome of 
'em have run conſiderable hazard of their Lives. 

* He tells us alſo, There is another eminent Sociery in 
Loendoy, conſiſting of many conlderable Gentlemen, and chief 


* Citizens, who frequently meet, to ſuper-iatend, direct, and 


purſue this glorious work of Reiormation, conſulting the 
beſt methods to carry it on, and promoting it, by large and 
honourable Contributions. By which means, ſeveral thou- 
ſands of Drunkards, Swearers and Profaners of the Lords-day, 
have been brought to juſt Puniſhment. 

** Beſides this Sociery, many Frftices of the Peace meet weekly 
on this Deſigs. 
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** There is alfo, faith he, an aQtive Society for Reformation, 
conſiſting of about Sixty Perſons, moſt Howſe-keepers , in, 
and about the Tower- Hamlets, to whom ſeveral Perſons of 
** the City are joyn'd, with ſeveral Church-Wardens, Conſt a- 
** bles, and other Officers. All theſe, tho? of different Perſua- 
** ſons, joyn againſt Profaneneſs-and Debauchery. And theſe 
* have put down ſeveral Markets kept on the Lords-Day,and 
ſuppreſt fome hundreds of Houſes of ill Fame. Aud by 
tlic induſtry of this Society alone, about two Thouſand 
lewd Perſons have ſufter*d the Penalty of the Law, ſuitable 
to their Crimes. 

* On which account, They have had great Countenance 
* from ſeveral Courts of Judicature, and great Encourage- 
ment from the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen, who have 
Honourably contributed towards the neceſſary Expences 
of ſo great an Undertaking. 

* And ſo farare the Perſons concern'd in this Great Work, 
trom having any proſpe*t of Gain by it, That (he tells us) 
One of thele Socteties has in three years paſt, expended 
above 7090 1. in it, 

Thus far 1r., Woodward in reference to the Societies at £on- 
Aon. 

For thoſe Soczetes that have combin'd here, for the fam: 
excellent parpoſes ; They are too well known to-your ſelves, 
to nced-my giving any particular account of em. Nor 15 
it, 1 ſuppoſe, either agreeable to your own deſires , or pro- 
per for the Deſign you are engag'd in, to deſcend to an; 
particular account of your Rules, and the methods of your 
managing this great Aﬀair, I ſhall therefore, content my 
ſelf with this general Remark , That 1 think you hare in 2 
ſhort time, gone a great way towards copying the excellent 
Pattern that London has ſet, (a due allowance being made fo; 
your great diſadvantages. ) 

But. I muſt not forget to pay that juſt Honour, that 15 due 
*:) thoſe of you, that belong to the Eſtabliſh't Church, That *tis 
you, both in London and here, that began this Pious Delign, ol 
putting the Laws againſt Vice in Execution. And indeed, 
you had on many accounts, far greater advantages to begi:. 
it; and particularly this confilerable one, That your _—- 

t FAT! 


( 22 ) 
Zeal for and adherence to the Eſtabliſh't Church, cut off 
from the Profane and Licentious part of the Age, all pre- 
tence of running down this excellent Work, as if it were 
only the fa#tions Deſign of a Party. But ſince you have led 
the way, I hope Proteſtant Diſſenters will not fail to tread in 
your Glorious Steps, but will joyn both their Hears and their 
Hands with you, in thus advancing the Intereſt of unconteſt- 
ed Piety and Virtue, on the Ruins of Irrcligion and Vice. 
Nay, I hope that our thus Uniring in this eminent Service 
to the Cauſe of our Common Lord and Maſter, will lay ſome 
Fopndation of a h»ppy Union of ow Afﬀetion;, I hope we 
ſhall hereby be more tully convinc't, how much more great 
and valuable thoſe things are, wherein we are happily aercer, 
then thoſe wherein we yet differ; And that the few differences 
in Opinion or Practice, which yet remain, ſhou'd no way 


obſtru& that mutual unfeigned Love, which we ſhow'd always . 


bear to all thoſe rhat Love our Lord Feſis in fmeerity, We are 
(Bleſſed he God) happily united in the main Intereſt of Pra- 
Ctical Holineſs, and need little more towards perfecting our 
Concord, then the mking the great things of Chriſtianity, which we 
all own, the only Terms of our mutual Communion, But to return 
from this Digreſſion, I ſhall now add, That conſidering your 
Circumſtances and Numbers, I think that the great God has 
as remarkably own'd and ſucceeded your diligent attempts 
for Reformation here, as he has thoſe of our Brethren in 
London. For, be{ides the conſiderable progreſs you have made 
towards ſuppreſſing Lewave/s, and reſtraining the open Pro- 
fanation of the Lords-Day, | am well afſur'd that there have 
been near 3000 Conwttions, of ſich as have been Guilty of 
Curſing and Swearing, {ince the EnaCting the late Law againſt 
theſe dereſtable Vices., And indeed, the ſucceſs of your En- 
deavours is ſo remarkable in reference to this laſt parti- 
cular, that I think *tis with great SatisfaQtion obſerv'd, and 
acknowledg'd by all good Men. For that vile Language 
of Aſhdod, or rather that abominable Dalc# of Hell, that 
ns'd ſo conſtantly to grate our Ears whenever we walk't the 
Streets, ts now comparatively, but ſeldom heard. That 
horrid Impzety, that was befcre ſo /oud and inſolent, has now 
in a great meaſure ſtopt it's mouth, So that the Number of 
Offenders 
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offenders which ſeenrd at firſt ſo d:ſcorraging, begins very 
ſenſibly to decreaſe upon our hands. And 1 doubt not you 
wiil find that many of thoſe difficulties, which at firſt view 
icem'd inſuperable, will be conquer'd by a ſteddy Reſulu- 
tion. And truly, what we have already gain'd is a conſide- 
rable ſtep. We may hope that the Habirs of Vice will be 
gradually broke, when the ordinary Pr46 ice of it is fo much 
refrain'd, And we may hope, that it's curſed Contagion 
will be in a great meaſure ſtopt, when the inſtances of 
1t are comparatively rare, ſeldom appearing in Publ.ck View, 
and not without great hazard of Diſcovery and Pun;ſhmenr. 
So that, the Licentious Sinners of the Age, will be no longer 
hardned by the Commonneſs and the [mprz:ty of their Crimes. 
Be not then afraid (my Brethren !) of encountring all the 
Oppolition of a Profane and Lewd Generation. For, let me 
tell you, That Yice, after all it's empty Noiſe, 1s but a Sneak- 
19g and Cowardly Thing. It's Votaries themſelves, are gene- 
rally aſham'd to own ſo vile a Cauſe. Whereas, the Cauſe of 
Piety and Vertue, which we eſpuuſe, ſhouw'd inſpire all it's 
Friends and Abettors, with a Cow4ge anſwerable to the F»tice 
and Excellency of it. What is ſaid of the Devil himſelt, may 
be applied in ſome meaſure to his 1gncble Vaſſals ;, Reſiſt him, 
&1d he will flee from you. 4 James 7. And I hope, you have too 
great Zeal and Reſolution for the Cauſe of God, to be affright- 
ed from it, by a few threatzing Words, or daunted with e- 
very appearance of Danger. Nay, I doubt not, the Offendet1s 
themſelves, if they wou'd ſpeak the truth, do in their Con- 
ſciences believe, that you are ated herein with a fincere Zeal 
for the Glory of God, and the Intereſt of Religion; fince you 
can have no proſpe& of Worldly gain by it, but have a certain 
proſpect of great Hazard and Toyl. And whatever language 
their_preſent paſſion may ſuggeſt, it they are ever truly re- 
claim'd, they will applaud your Zeal, and thank you for 
your Fidelity. Go on then, boldly to attack theſe Colrabs, 
theſe inſolent Vices of the Ape, that have ſo long 4+/y'd the 
God of Iſrael, and affronted his Sacred Authority and Laws. 
"Tis his bleſſed Cauſe you plead, and *tis his ProteQion and 
Aſſiſtance you may expet. He can Honour the molt deſpiſed 
Inſtruments, to effe& the moſt Glorious Purpoſes of his _ 
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and make even Afountains of Difficulties, a Plain before Zoro- 
babel. Let me then beſpeak, both Maviftrates and Alinifters, 
and private Chriftians, in the Words of God, by the Prophet 
Haroai, to thoſe employed in rebuilding the Temple ; Yer 
now be ſtrong, O Zorobabel, ſaith rhe Lord, and be ſtrong, O Jo- 
ſedec, the Son of Joſhua the High-Prieſt, and be ſirong all ye 
People of the Land, and Work, for I am with yor!, ſaith the Lord oj 
Hoſts, 2 Has. 4. ver. And may your Language in compliance 
with this encouraging Exhortation, be like that of the Peo- 
ple to Nekemiah, when he told *em, of rhe good Hand of God 
pon him, and of the King's Words which he had ſpoken to him: 
They ſaid, Let s Riſe vp and Build, and ſo they ftrengt'med their 
Hands for tis good Work, 2 Neh.18, And what do we know, but 
that this Work of Reformation, which is but now as a Cloud, ng 
bioger than a Man's Hand, may by the Divine Bleſſing, /prea 
and cover the whole Land, Your exemplary Zeal and Activity 
ina this Ciry, may do much to excite the like in other parts of 
the Kingdom. And we may hope, That Profaneneſs and In- 
morality will not long ſtand their Ground, if once, both 21z- 
oiftrates and Miniſters, and private Chriſtians, heartily joyn 
their Endeavours tor the ſuppreſſion of it, 


VI. We may from this Paſſage, farther Obſerve, Thar our 
Reflefions upon our own Zeal and Fidelity, in ſuch ſelf-denying Ser- 
vices to the Intereſt and Canſe of God,will be ſweet and Comfortable, 
and give us great Encouragement to hope for God's Gracious Accep- 
tance and Keward. 

This we may clearly infer from Nehemiah's Prayer, upon 
the review of this inſtance of his Pions Zeal. Remember me, 
O my God, for this alſo, Be had offer'd the like Petition bc- 
fore, on the like Occaſion, Remember me, O my God, for this, 
and wipe not out my good Deeds that I have done for thy Houſe, 
and for the Offices thereof, N. 14. 

And hence it evidently appears, That, as he cou'd in this 
Undertaking appeai to God tor the ſincerity of his Intentions, 
as well as the goodneſs of his Afions. ' So he loak't back up- 
on 'em with inward Serenity and Peace, He had the reviving 
Teſtimony and Euge of his own Conſcience, and thereby was 
rais's to the comfortable Hopes of God's Gracious Approbation, 
| and 
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and of that Gloriqus Recompence, which he has promis'd to 
all them that ſincerely ſerve him. He therefore prays, That 
God would regard this ſolid Proof of his ſincere Aﬀettion 
with a favourable Eye, and as it were, place it on Record, 
among other Ev idences of his Integrity towards him. See 
the like Prayer of good Hezekiah. 38 If. 3 

Let us then be careful, ſo to diſchar ge this part of our Duty 
with Inteority, That our Rej Jections thercon may be thus comfortable 
to us, Let us take care, That in all our Attempts for Publick 
Reformation, we act fr on truly Divine Principles ; froma juſt 
hatred of Sin , and profound eſteem of the Laws of God ; 
from an unieigned Regard to his Honour and Intereſt, from 
a hearty Zeal for the Publick Good, and from Charitable In- 
clinations towards the Ofl enders themſelves, being much more 
delirous of their being Reclaim'd, then of their being Puniſlyr, 
and urging the Execntion of the Laws no farther, then is re- 
quilite to attain the end of *em'; Viz. The Diſcouragement and 
Refftraint of theſe Vices, Nay, Sce that your Conduct 1n this 
matter be anſwerable to theſe excellent Principles, Let not 
your Zeal in any Caſe, Tranſport you beyond the bounds of 
the Law, to the leaſt prejudice of any Man's Civil Liberties 
and Kiobts. Uſe your utmoſt caution againſt proſecuting {0 
good an End, by any Irregular or unwarrantable Means, For 
nothing can more effeually wound your Deſign, than your 
ELvINg occaſion for any juſt complaints of this kind. 

But while you are Conſcious to your ſelves, that you act 
from truly Pious Aotives, and in fo regular a way, [ doubt not 
you'll find the Remembrance of your Fidelity and Diligence 1a 
tivis great Work, Sweet and Refreſhing, For no Services we 
pay to God, do uſually yiel« vs ſach ſolid Com/ort in the Re- 
view, as thoſe wherein we moſt ſincerely aim at his Glory, 
and are carried on by a fervent Love of him, in oppoſition to 
our worldly advantage ard flcſhly Eaſe. Such inſtances of 
{elf-denying Obedience, whereia we make all lower Intereſts 
of our own, ſtoop to the Superior, and more valuable Inte- 
reſt of God, are the moſt clear and ſatisfying Evidences of 
our own Sincerity. And, *tis theſe that Raiſe us to the firm- 
eſt perſnaſion of Divine Arceptan ce, and to the moſt lively hope 
of a future Reward, And ſure, the Acceptance and ——_— 
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They may 
ſtudiouſly endeavour to miſrepreſent your ations and deligns ; 
But as it is to the Eyes of your great Judge, that you arc 
chiefly concern'd to approve your felves, ſo you may truſt ſo 
liberal a Maſter for a bountiful Retribution. Whereas I fear 


is ſo highly concern'd, but rcfuſe their concurrence in ir, 
(either becauſe they are loath to take any pains in it, or loath 
to run any hazard by it) will one day find their Conſctences 
charge *em with the guilt of wretched Newral:ty and Luke- 
warmneſs in the cauſe of God ; and the review of it wi'i render 
the thoughts of their final account leſs comfortable to em © O 
do not then to avoid the diſpleaſure of Men incurr the more 
terrible diſpleaſure of the Great God, nor forfeit his heavenly 
reward for fear of prejudicing your temporal Intereſt. 

VII. We may from the laſt Clauſe of Nehemiah's, Petition 
farther .obſerve, That when we are engag'd in the moſt eminent 
Service to God, and perform it with the greateſt Zeal and Fidelity; 
Yet we ſhowd be ſo far from being proud thereef, that we ſhowd re- 
ther retain a humbling ſenſe of thoſe ſinful Defeits that have attend- 
ed it, which make us ſtand in great need of his abundant Mercy to 
Pardon and Spare us, 

Thus, Tho? Nehemiah appeals to God, as the Witneſs of 
his Integrity, in this important Service, and implores him to 
remember him for it;, yet he was ſo far from imagining, that 
he had hereby merited any thing at his hands, that on the con- 
trary, in the abaſing ſenſe of his own manifald failures there- 
in, he adds this humble Requeſt alſo, ard ſpare me according to 
the greatneſs of thy Mercy, And indeed, ſo far are we in point 
of Strit Fuftice, trom deſerving any thing from the great God, 
that *tis meer Mercy in him, to accept the beſt of our defiled 
Services, and to pardon the fhtul Imperfe&ions that cleave 
to'em. Ahid *tis fas. that End, we ſtand in ſuch abſolute need 
of an attoning Mediator with him. $0 little reaſon have we, 


for any High and ſelf exalting thoughts, of our own defective 
Obedience, 
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O let us then Learn, to imitate the Humil fy, 
al ana Courare of 97904 Nekemiah, Let net ner one * Dit cnce 
In this excel!ent Work, nor our conſiderable Succeſs in _— Pull 
us up with over-weening thoughts of our felyes, For there 
arc manifold conſiderations that ſhould abaſe us, and iGo 
pride from our Eyes, It there be any difference between 
and profligate ſinners themſelves, we, mult chiefly alcriv? it to 
the didinonithig Grace Of God, "Tis Ht that inſpires us 
with Zeal and Reſolution for ſo hazardous and difficult a 
Work: *Tis He puts an honour upon vs, by giving us the op- 
portunity and advantage of being employed nx Tis He 
crowns our weak Endeavours with ſo unexpected ſucceſs. 
But eſpecially we ſhou'd conſider that we neither perform 
this nor any other part of the Work aſlign'd us, wittiout 
creat weakneſs and imperfection, without manti'old frailties 
and failings, and- in ſo faulty a manner, as needs infinite 
Mercy and Goodneſs to forgive our defects, and much more 
to accept and reward our fincerity. So that we mult atter 
our pureſt Services waſh our Robes and mak: tm white un the 
blood of the Lamb, 7 Rev. 14. After all we have doac, we 
mult ſay as our Lord has taught us, That we are but wnptcfi: ble 
Servants that have only done that mwhic': was our duty to do. 17 
Luke 10 v, 

And now I ſhall conclude this D/ſcourſe with one gencral 
Kemark concerning this eminent R-/14mer Nehemiah, viz. T hat 
11 the whole Biſtory of his Tranſactions, we may ſee very 
conſpicuous characters, not only of his ſignal Piety, but of 
his univerſal Probity and Goodneſs, His whole lite ſeems to 
have been of a piece, moſt upright and unblameable. He 
was every way a bright Example to the Age in Il pious 
and vertuous Converſation. And ſuch a man was moſt pro- 
per for ſo glorious and fo difficult an Undertaking. 

And herein above all I would recommend him as a Pattern 
to thoſe of you that appear ſo ative in this weceſlary Work 
of publick Reformation. For this alone can put honoxr wpon 
your worthy Enterprize, and give general ſucceſs to it, For, 
ſhou'd you be guilty of any of thoſe Vices your ſlyes 
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which you convict others of, this wou'd render all your 
pretences to Zeal for teformation of manners, the object 
of publick Contemrt and Indignation, Who won 'd not in this 
caſe _ ald you in the Lanzuage of the Apol:le, Thou that 
ſayeſt another lhen'd not commit Adulte Y, Doſt thou commit 
A, lultery ? Tl ou that makeſt thy boaſf of tie Law thro 1407) breaking 
the Lew d:ſbononreſt tl.ou God? 2 Rom. 22, 23. Nay, this 15 
not enough, your Converſation muſt not only-be 6d from 
theſe Vices, but from all other Inſtances of ſuch known, and 
equally heinous Immorality and Wickedneſs, even ſc as hu 
man Laws may not take COBnIZance of, .to Reſtrain and Puniſh. 
For it you, that wHl not Whore or Swear, or Pr cn” the Lord's- 
Day, yet will Lye or Defrand, Grind and Oppreſs, &c. Who 
will not be ready to Reproach your forwardneſs to Puniſh 
thoſe other Sins, in the Language of our Savioxr, Thou Hypo- 
crite, firſt caſt the beam out of thine own Eye, and then ſhalt thor 
fee more clearly to caſt the mote out of thy Brothers Eye. 7 
Alatth. 5.v. Who can forbear to ſay, Phyſician heal thy ſelf ;, 
Firſt trictly reform thy own life, before thou ſetteſt up for a 
Reformer of the Age. The Snuffers of the Santtuary were to be 
of pure Gold. And their Light ſhow”d ſhine bright in all good 
Works, who go about to reclaim others from their Works of 
Darkneſs. In a word, Your abounding ir all the fruits of Pic- 
ry and Holineſs, Juſt: hs and Charity, Humility and Meekneſs , 
Sobriety and Heavenlineſs, will be the higheſt Credir, and the 
beſt /ſrpport to the excellent Cauſe you are engag'd In, "and moſt 
effetually. ſilence all Reproaches agamft it. And indeed. the 
Cauſe you have efpous'd, is fo truly honourable in it ſelf, fo cmi- 
nently conducive to the Glory of God, fo highly acceptable to him, 
and approv'd by all good Men, that Ldoubt not you may ipply 
to your ſelves ior your Encouragement i in proſecuting it, what 
God himlielt ſpeaks to the Jews, when they began to Rebuild 
his Temple, From this day 1 will bleſs you. 2 Heo. 19. v. And] 
am truly perſuaded, that his gracious Providence will give us 
occaſion, from theſe our f:ncere and vigorous attempts againſt 
Irrehg gion and Vice, to Dare, not only the ſenſible Revival of rh! 
Iogermay Intereſt of true Religion, but alfo the K:ſing Proſperity and 
Glory of: theſe Kingdoms. So that, by becoming a_RKtformed, we 
thalldecome a Flowr«ſhi ne and Happy People. 
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